
DRAFT MINUTES OF 1028TH MEETING
OF HOGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 17TH NOVEMBER 2008
AT THE VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT: - COUNCILLOR D. DICKINSON (CHAIRMAN) COUNCILLOR T. 
GREENWOOD (VICE CHAIRMAN) COUNCILLORS J. BALDWIN, N. PETER, J. 
PROCTOR, T.SHARRATT, Ms M. URRY AND MR. T HARKNESS (CLERK).

119.  DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL/PREJUDICIAL INTEREST:
The Clerk reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest
in respect of matters on the agenda in accordance with the provisions of the Local
Government  Act  2000,  the  Council’s  Constitution  and  the  Members  Code  of
Conduct. No one declared an interest at this stage.
 
120.  MINUTES:
The Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 20th
October 2008 have been previously circulated were approved as a correct record
and signed by the Chairman.

121.   ADJOURNMENT:
AS THERE  WERE  NO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  PRESENT  THE  PARISH
COUNCIL CONTINUED WITH THE BUSINESS ON THE AGENDA.

122.  POLICE REPORT:
Copies of In Touch the local police newsletter for November 2008 were circulated.

The  Clerk  referred  to  comments  made at  the  last  meeting  regarding  the  Police
Newsletter and its distribution and. The Divisional Commander had replied that the
issues raised were receiving consideration. Councillor Proctor asked if there was a
Police Archivist. The Chairman would see if there was such a post.

123. LALC REPORT:
The  current  Newsletter  included  details  of  a  briefing  note  on  the  Sustainable
Communities Act. Local Authorities had until  the end of July 2009 to put forward
sustainable proposals for the area. Before doing so the relevant local authority had
to  establish  a panel  of  local  representatives  with  whom it  must consult.  Chorley
Council had been asked to opt in to the Act but it was not known if they had done so.

The Clerk would write to Chorley Council about this

The  Clerk  had  also  received  a  copy  of  LALC  Annual  Report  for  2007/08  and
Councillors  Sharratt  and  the  Chairman reported  on  the  LALC AGM held  on 1st
November 2008.

Also  the  Annual  LCC  and  Parish  Councils  Conference  would  be  held  on  29th
November when the Parish Charter will be launched. The Chairman would attend.
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124. HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS:
(A). MIKE WALSH – SENIOR ENGINEER (HIGHWAYS)
As  a  result  of  a  re-organisation  Mr  Walsh  would  no  longer  be  responsible  for
Hoghton highways. Councillors Sharratt and Ms Urry Mr. Walsh proposed a vote of
thanks for the services rendered by Mr. Walsh to the Parish.
 
(B). TRAFFIC SCHEME – HOGHTON LANE:
The Highway Authority was to assess the scheme and would then arrange for the
painting of the white lines and markings by Quaker Brook Lane.

The Parish Council felt that the road in this location should be resurfaced and the
Clerk would contact the Environment Director about this. 

Councillor Ms Urry also reported that a section of Hoghton Lane from Quaker Brook
Lane was subject to flooding from blocked drains and the footway also required
attention. This would be reported to the Area County Surveyor.

She also referred to the problems associated with a right turn from the A675 into the
Village Hall Car Park. The Environment Director would be asked for his views on
this.

(C). LAND ADJACENT TO THE BOARS HEAD:
The Chairman had discussed the future use of this land with the Regional Manager
of  the  Brewery  and  he  did  not  feel  anything  was required  to  tidy  up  the  land.
However, he did agree to take the Parish Council’s suggestion back to the Brewery
for their comments. He would notify the Chairman about this.

(D). GIB LANE – RESURFACING:
Work had not yet commenced on the resurfacing of Gib Lane, The Area County
Surveyor had indicated that this was imminent. The Vice Chairman reported that the
pothole by the railway bridge had been repaired.

(E) OVERGROWN HEDGES –CHAPEL LANE:
The Chairman had reported that the footway in Chapel Lane was overgrown. This
had been reported to the Area County Surveyor.

(F) FOOTPATH – BRINDLE LODGE:
The recent deterioration in the condition of the footpath had been reported again to
the Footpaths Officer,  however, following an inspection the Footpaths Officer had
confirmed  that  the  footpath  was  acceptable  and  proposed  no  further  action.
Councillor  Proctor  disagreed  with  this  and  indicated  that  there  was a  deep  rut
across the footpath which needed attention. Councillor MS Urry also stated that the
stiles  for  the  disabled  were hazardous.   A site  visit  would  be arranged with  the
Footpaths Officer and the Parish Council.

(G) INFORMATION SIGNS - RILEY GREEN:
The Clerk had received conflicting information about the responsibility for the signs
and was seeking  clarification.  He had notified  the  de Hoghton  Estate  about  the
situation. The Area County Surveyor had been asked about the information received
from Blackburn with Darwen Council and had written to them to say that the Witton
Park element of  the  sign  was their  responsibility.  Copies  of  the  correspondence
would be sent to the de Hoghton Estate.
The  Clerk  would  ask  the  Area  County  Surveyor  to  keep  him  informed  of
developments.
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Councillor Ms Urry suggested that a finger post sign should be erected on the A675
pointing to the Village Hall and Sports and Social Club. It was explained that such
signs  had  been  erected  in  the  past  but  had  been  vandalised.  The  Village  Hall
Committee would be asked to consider again the possibility  of providing a finger
post sign.

(H) GRASS VERGES – WAR MEMORIAL:
The Area County Surveyor  had not explained why the verges had not been cut.
Councillor  MS Urry reported that the grass verges in Hoghton lane had been cut
recently. The Clerk would ask for an explanation as to why the verge at the War
Memorial had not been attended to.

(I) PRIVATE ROAD:
The Area County Surveyor had investigated the condition of the road surface and 
the passing places on Private Road and would be taking action regarding the 
matter. The Vice Chairman asked the Clerk to notify Brindle Parish Council. 

 (J) OVERGROWN HEDGES:
The overgrown hedges by the end cottage on the Straits and at the junction of 
Quaker Brook Lane and the Straits had been reported to the Area County Surveyor.

(K) DOG FOULING – RILEY GEEN:
The  dog  fouling  of  the  bus  shelter  at  Riley  Green  had  been  reported  but  no
evidence had been found by the Dog Warden Service. Councillor Peter agreed to
discuss this with the complainant. 

(L) FLOODING DOVER LANE:
Councillor Peter had mentioned that when the repair work to the culvert was done 
the Area County Surveyor should talk to the local farmer as he would know where 
the problem was. It was reported that the work to replace the culverts was 
completed some time ago however; the culvert furthest from the main road has 
suffered considerable subsidence to the southern side and is becoming dangerous. 
The Area County Surveyor had been asked to repair it. Councillor Peter would 
contact the farmer to see if he had been approached about the culvert.

125.  CHORLEY COUNCIL REPORT:
The Chairman reported on issues affecting the Parish Council.

The Neighbourhood Working Information Exchange session would take place on 
25th November 2008 at Euxton.  Euxton Community Centre, Wigan Road from 
6.30 - 8.30 pm. Councillor Ms Urry and the Chairman would attend

126. PLANNING REPORT:
The Clerk reported that there were no decisions to consider.

An application  had  been  received  for  the  change  of  use  of  the  petrol
station 
forecourt  to  residential  curtilage,  change  of  use  of  shop  to  residential
accommodation,  .erection  of  garden  wall  to  front  to  reduce  width  of
vehicular access and erection of 1.5 metre storey side extension and a
single  storey  to  rear  `The  Filling  Station`  Station  Road  (App  no
08/1022/COU)  Applicant Mr. Buckland.
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No observations were made on this application.  

127.  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:
The following accounts were submitted for payment
1 Village Hall Hire of room April -July and September 2008 *

(Approved by Chairman October 2008)
£45.00

2. S.  Ormerod Maintenance of War Memorial £264.00

3.  H.  Holmes
Florists

Wreath – Remembrance Sunday £45.00

The Accounts were agreed and cheques signed.

Councillor Sharratt declared an interest in the account for Mr. Ormerod and left the
room. He returned after the decision on this account was made.
 
128. CHEQUE SIGNATURES:
The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the form was currently with the Bank and
their agreement awaited.

129. PARISH COUNCIL ESTIMATES 2009/10:
The Clerk submitted a report (circulated) dealing with the Parish Council’s Estimates
for 2009/10, the report gave details of actual spending in 2007/08 together with an
update of spending in the current financial year and set out the proposed estimated
spending for 2008/2009.

It was agreed: - That the Estimates for 2009/10 as set out below be approved and
that the Parish Council’s precept on Chorley Borough Council for 2009/10 amount to
£4,400.00 

ESTIMATES 2009/10

LAST  YEAR
2007/08

DESCRIPTION CURRENT YEAR 2008/09

ACTUAL
£

ORIGINAL
£

TO  MARCH
2009
£

ESTIMATE
2009/10

RECEIPTS

2743.89 B/FWD 2256.98 2256.98 739.00

4000.00 PRECEPT 4400.00 4400.00 4400.00

49.32 VAT 55.59   55.59    55.59   

57.30 INTEREST  30.00  7.04.   30.00.

6862.85 TOTAL RECEIPTS 6742.57 6719.61 854.59

PAYMENTS
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1250.00 CLERK – SALARY 1250.00 1250.00 1250.00

247.30 EXPENSES 250.00 250.00 300.00

270.00 GRANTS  AND
DONATIONS
INCLUDING
SECTION  137
PAYMENTS

300.00 NIL 300.00

NIL PLAQUE  FOR
BENCH

   NIL  35.00  NIL

813.36 INSURANCE  AND
EXCESS

700.00. 722.84 800.00

1263.60 REPAIRS  AND
MAINTENANCE

1200.00 1834.00. 600.00

178.55 FEES  AND
SUBSCRIPTIONS

280.00 280.00 300.00

58.75 AUDIT FEES 59.00 58.75 140.00

151.56 PHONE RENTAL 170.00 200.00 200.00

120.00 HIRE OF ROOMS 90.00 90.00  90.00

155.25 STATIONERY  AND
EQUIPMENT

200.00 242.00 225.00

NIL TRAINING NIL 15.00 15.00

35.00 WREATH 30.00 35.00 35.00

100.00 COMPUTER
RENTAL 

90.00 90.00 80.00

NIL ELECTIONS 400.00 434.75 100.00
NIL DOG  BINS

RENTAL
NIL  75.00  75.00

4605.81. TOTAL 5029.00 6078.59 4460.00

130. WREATH LAYING CEREMONY SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2008:
The Parish Council reviewed the arrangements for Remembrance Day. The general
arrangements, police presence and provision of the wreath all  merited favourable
comment. The Chairman complimented Mr Ormerod on the quality of the work done.

The Clerk would send letters of thanks to the Police and Mr Ormerod.

131. GRANTS
(A)  AUTUMN CLUB
A request was submitted from Chairman Elect of the Autumn Club for a donation
towards their funds.

The Chairman (Councillor D. Dickinson) declared a prejudicial interest in this matter
and vacated the Chair. Councillor Ms Urry also declared a prejudicial interest. Both
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left the room. The Vice Chairman (Councillor T. Greenwood) took the chair during
consideration of this application.

The Parish Council agreed a donation of £50.00 and a cheque was signed.

The Chairman and Councillor Ms Urry returned to the room at this point.
The Chairman returned to the Chair.

(B). NORTH WEST AIR AMBULANCE:
The Clerk reported that at this time of year the Air Ambulance North West normally
requested a donation. To date no request had been received.

The Clerk was authorised to make a donation in the event of receiving the request
subject to approval by the Chairman and Vice Chairman and to the Parish Council
being informed at the next meeting.

132.   PINFOLD:
The Chairman reported the current position regarding the status of the Pinfold.

133.   LANCASHIRE LOCAL:
The Parish Council received a report on the proceedings of the Lancashire Local –
Chorley held on 23rd October 2008.

134. BOROUGH/PARISH SECTION 106 AGREEMENTS FUND:
At  the  last  meeting  Councillor  Ms  Urry  reported  on  the  meeting  of  the  Liaison
Committee held on 15th October 2008 and made particular reference to the report
on the use of moneys received from developers by Chorley Council  in respect of
Planning Act Section 106 payments. 

Chorley Council had been asked for a list of such payments, how much had been
allocated for schemes and what amount was left  for other projects. The Planning
Officer had replied that his presentation related to the mechanism of agreeing how
payments would be used in the future, there was pressure both to allocate funds
where houses were built  and to share out the money equally,  however provision
must also be available for larger projects that provided facilities across the borough. 
The current timetable was that the finding would be presented for consultation at
some point in January.

135. CHORLEY EQUALITY FORUM:
The next meeting of the Forum would be on Wednesday 19th November Councillor
Ms Urry would attend.

136. CODES  OF  CONDUCT  FOR  MEMBERS  AND  EMPLOYEES
CONSULTATION:
The  Clerk  submitted  a  consultation  document  issued  by  the  Department  of
Communities and Local Government on proposals for revising the Members Code of
Conduct and the proposed introduction of a model code of conduct for employees.

Comments had been invited by 24th December 2008.

Councillor Sharratt commented on the document.
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Any observations on the document would be reported to the Clerk.

137.   LANCASHIRE CRIMINAL JUSTICE BOARD 
Councillor Sharratt reported on the annual question and answer session on the work
of  the  Board  held  on  Tuesday  21st  October  2008.  Following  this  he  had  been
contacted on several occasions in response to the question he raised regarding the
secrecy imposed on the identity of magistrates.

138. CPRE – ANTI LITTER CAMPAIGN:
The  Clerk  reported  details  of  the  Parish  Council  Toolkit  which  sets  out
recommendations from the CPRE regarding tackling litter problems in parishes.

139. STREET SWEEPING AND COLLECTIONS FROM LITTER BINS:
At  the  last  meeting  the  Parish  Council  had  responded  to  a  survey  on  street
sweeping survey being done by Chorley Scrutiny Committee.

As a result of the comments the Cleansing Manager had informed the Clerk that in
future he would provide me with dates when street sweeping would take place and
the Parish Council  could then comment on it  and he would inspect it  to see if  a
proper job had been done. Councillors Baldwin and Proctor reported on the recent
street sweeping of Quaker Brook Lane and Hoghton Lane.

140. DAFFODILS:
Chorley Council had once again donated daffodil bulbs for planting in the Parish.
The bulbs would be planted at the two churches, at the Village Hall, by the Boars
Head and Post Office Notice Boards, near the War Memorial, at Cripplegate Lane
and near the junction of Sandy lane and the A675.

The Clerk would send a letter of thanks to Chorley Council.

141. EPIPHANY SERVICE - BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL:
The Clerk submitted the annual invitation from the Dean of Blackburn Cathedral to
the Parish Council to attend the Lancashire Civic County Epiphany Service at the
Cathedral on 11th January 2009. Councillor Ms Urry would attend.

142. FAMILY CAROL SERVICE:
The Parish Council had been invited to the Fire Authority Carol Service at Blackburn
Cathedral in December 2008.

143. RAGWORT:
Councillor  Sharratt  reported  on  the  County  Council  discussion  regarding  the
eradication of ragwort.

144. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
Monday 19th January 2009 at 7.30.pm at the Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40. 
p.m. 

SIGNED 
CHAIRMAN 19TH JANUARY 2009
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